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Background 

 “Regarding the London workshop, our collaboration partner (the Shoreditch Trust) has now definately 
announced that they will not be able to run the planned Charrette workshop in London in Febuary. We 
are all quite frustrated about this, and I am sure you are, too. As I mentioned we have backup plans 
of arranging a study tour in London and surroundings, or an alternative workshop site in Britain, but 
both events will take time to organise and will unfortunately not happen this winter. I hope we will e 
able to arrange something this spring / early summer, but I am not sure. 

But suddenly we have opening for another workshop, with very much the same content as the one we 
had planned in London. Arne Sødal has on a very short notice gotten a project from a part of the city 
in Oslo to make some alternative plans for the harbour development in Oslo, through a Charette 
workshop. This is an excellent opportunity for the ESUA project, so we have on very short notice 
decided to make ESUA a partner in the Oslo Charette.” E-mail Claus Zapffe 

The original application 
 
Four partners will collaborate on developing the curriculum module. 
Based on the curriculum & training methodology hypothesis the WP 2 the partners will work out a 
proposal for a curriculum & training methodology module for their area of expertise, with respect to 
their experience and external input from users and related organisations. They will choose a well-
defined element of that module to be translated into an intensive test short course and workshop.. 
The proposed methodology for WP 7 will be tested by involving local stakeholders in a urban planning
process, with the aim of producing plans for the sustainable transfo mation and regeneration o  a run-
down social housing estate in London. 
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The me hod to be tes ed is "Enquiry by Des gn" a workshop where inhabitan s and stakeholders take
an active part in analysis, p oblem solving and actual design. The case study chosen could be Brixton,
London, where some of the partners already are involved in a user-initiated transformation project of
a social housing estate. In collaboration with a tenants association in Brixton, London, partners will 
arrange a test Enquiry by Design planning workshop. The test activity will aim at establishing 
consensus on plans for the sustainable development of a slab social housing estate in bad need of 
repair and regeneration to improve social and functional diversi y. Relevant cooperating organisations 
on the test course and subsequent workshop would be owners, local tenan  associations, social 
housing associations and local government. Prior to the workshop, par icipants will attend a short 
course on relevant methodology. 
The aim of the Enquiry by design is to develop and  test the WP methodology by establishing 
consensus among all parties (tenants, owners  loca government and practitioners) on a proposal o
sustainable urban regeneration.  
The outcome of project will be presented at a public meeting in a local assembly hall. All par icipants 
and the general public attending the meeting will be invited to comment on the methodology and the 
outcome of the process. The results will also be exhibited and published locally. 
The student and trainee liaison (WP 11) will be actively used to attract committed students from all
over Europe to participate in the test activity. Representatives f om affiliated organisations (both 
industry and academic) will be invited to give their input in the form of lectures, evaluation and 
criticism.  
The end resul of the workshop will be a test plan produced by urban designers, based on consensus 
and feedback from all or the majority of participan s. The outcome of the workshop and feedback 
from participants will be the basis for a revision of the methodology and the draft curriculum proposal. 
INTBAU staff will illustrate the plan and produce a report for dissemination to participants and 
relevant local stakeholders immediately after the workshop. In the report INTBAU will take into 
consideration input and reactions collec ed from students, trainees and practitioners (see WP 11) as
well as from industry partners, affiliated organisations, local authori ies and NGOs. 
Finally, the WP partners will adjust their curriculum and training methodology proposal in accordance 
with the input and criticism recorded.  
The revised curriculum will be reported to INTBAU and presented at the final project conference in 
London, September 2008.The final curriculum module will be published, see also WP 10 
Dissemination, to be freely used by European educational institutions. 
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The Oslo Test Course  
ESUA Workshop Report 3:  
Bjørvika charrette, Oslo.  
21 - 26 January 2008.  
Purpose  
The purpose of the workshop was to test how a group of students can be involved in a live planning 
charrette in order to learn to work as a team, in collaboration with public and local stakeholders, and 
in order to arrive at one collective proposal within a limited time-span.  
Method  
The workshop was arranged as part of an actual formal contract for a charrette with the local 
authority adjacent to Bjørvika development area.  
The aim of this charrette was to produce plan for the urban development of the vacant harbour areas 
of Oslo East, which could be more adapted to the needs of the local population, compared to the 
current plan from the planning authority of Oslo.  
A temporary planning office with a professional staff was set up locally, linked with student facilities 
enabling them to both work separately from the professionals, or being actively involved in the 
charrette process when required.  
In parallel, the students were brought up to date with relevant knowledge through lectures which 
were also open to the charrette team and the public, thus spreading “gap knowledge” also outside the 
ESUA partnership.  
Results  
The results of the charrette where two-fold:  
Official plan  
This was presented by the professional team at a public meeting the last day and in a report produced 
one week after.  
Student plan  
The student outcome was presented as one collective plan at a closed meeting for a team of 
evaluators, and in reports produced by the students after returning to their universities.  
The first plan had to be realistically adapted to political, economic and technical restraints, and was 
supervised by a committee of local representatives.  
The second student plan was also given realistic constraints, but with a wider choice of urban 
solutions, allowing for a more visionary plan.  
Conclusion  
The Bjørvika workshop proved to be an optimal compromise, with student both having to conform 
100% with delegated tasks as full members of a charrette team (as in Bran) and working theoretically 
in a separate group without the constraints and inputs from a live charrette.  
The students achieved:  
 
- Investigating a local area effectively over a short period.  

 
- Assessing information through stake-holder and public meetings.  

 
- Exploring a wide range of urban proposals, and through a negotiating process arriving at one 
collective solution.  
 
- Presenting a solution within a limited timeframe.  
 
The ESUA partners achieved:  
 

- To test out educational efficiency by integrating teaching within a real charrette planning 
process, teaching students how to merge their individual proposals into one collective plan, 
and having them present it in a professional manner within the timeframe; confirming that 
combining teaching with a live charrette works well.  

 
Oslo 14.4.2008  
Arne Sødal  
Module coordinator, ESUA partner. 
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Programme: 
 
January 19 - 20: Arrival Oslo 
  
January 21: Jet-lag recovery, site visit for the charrette 
  
January 22-26. Oslo Harbour charrette 
  
January 27-28: ESUA curriculum workshop. Students and partner represetnatives. 
  
January 29-30: Curriculum follow.-up session, with Anders and you. (maybe held in Stockholm, 
returning to Oslo) 
  
January 31- February 1: CEU Congress planning. 
  
February 1, 2 or 3: Departure 
 
List of participating partner representatives  
 
Arne Sødal 
Audun Engh 
Claus Zapffe 
Stefan Bortnowski 
Cristian Blidariu 
Smaranda Bica 
Michael Mehaffy 
Anders Söderling 
Joanna Alimanestianu 
 
Student Participants: 
 
Pierre Bortnowski (Be) 
Marko Brasovan (Ro) 
Bogdan Isopescu (Ro) 
Gabriel Nicoara (Ro) 
Clara Piscoi (Ro) 
Sergiu Sabau (Ro) 
Alexandra Spiridon (Ro) 
Paul Valeanu (Ro) 
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Workshop Results 
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